Learning from Gulf Cities: Spectacles, Investments, Buildings

Inspired by the classic book, Learning from Las Vegas produced in 1972

by architectural scholars Robert Venturi, Denise Scott Brown and Steven
Izenour, we can learn from new, even “outlandish” cities. They often reveal
trends otherwise obscured by attention to more traditional urban sites.
Rather than ridicule or deplore, we look for lessons relevant for other cities
around the world. Seemingly arising out of isolated desert locales, Gulf cities
are in fact both receivers and exporters of contemporary shifts — in tastes,
capacities, and urban consequences.

Our attention is primarily on “showcase cities” of Dubai, Abu Dhabi, and
Doha, which are also among the most spectacular, rich, and dynamic cities

in the world. While there is no single “Gulf city” urban model, we highlight
these three cities to show that they share striking features not only with each
other but also with cities elsewhere in the world. This is because, more than
ever, urban places interconnect across the globe; their spectacles travel, their
investments travel, and their buildings travel. This prompts both intra-regional
and international comparisons.

This exhibition is an in-progress result of the Learning from Gulf Cities
initiative - a series of events in Abu Dhabi and New York that examines
evolving urban dynamics in the Southern Arabian Gulf region.

There are three scholarly workshops (one in New York and two in Abu Dhabi)
that take up its themes. The exhibition results from a long-term research
inquiry by the accomplished architectural photographer, Michele Nastasi

of Lotus International magazine (Milan). This exhibition is the basis for more
extensive exhibitions planned for Abu Dhabi and then Milan.
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Learning from Gulf Cities - Photographs by Michele Nastasi

New York, 2009 - View from Sheep Meadow

Dubai, 2012 - View from Al Satwa

Paris, 2010 - View from Tour Montparnasse

Hong Kong, 2013 - A Symphony of Lights

Dubai, 2010 - Burj Khalifa
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Doha, 2013 - Realize

Dubai, 2012 - Business Bay

2
INVESTMENTS
TRAVEL

3
BUILDINGS
TRAVEL

London, 2014 - The City from City Hall

Milan, 2016 - Porta Nuova

London, 2015 - The Shard

Doha, 2013 - West Bay

Barcelona, 2011 - Torre Agbar

London, 2015 - The “Gherkin”

New York, 2015 - View from Brooklyn

Dubai, 2015 - Dubai Fountains

Abu Dhabi, 2015 - The Gate

Singapore, 2013 - Marina Bay Sands

Abu Dhabi, 2010 - Al Bandar



